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Amos 8. 19. And Twill turn your Feaſts into Yourning , and all 
your DMs 7z»to Lamentation ; 7 ill brinz up | Sackcloth upon 
all Loyns, and Baldneſs upon every Head, and 1 will make it as the | 
Mourning of an only Son, and the end thereof as a bitter Day. 


Jer. 6. 10. To whom ſhall T ſpeak and give Warning, that they may 
hear > Behold their Far is UVncircumcifed , and they cannot hearken ; 
behold the Word of the Lord is unto them a Reproach , they have 
0 delight in 1t,& C. 
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Firſt, A Lamentation over England, and the Domnions 1},crcunto le 
longing, with a faithful Warving to the Inhabitants there, 

70 ceaſe from the evil of their Doings , and to turn unto the Lordh 
ſpecdy Repentance, that ſo they may eſcape the dreadful Judgments t 
Almighty God, which are threatned and ready to be executed 10 


them, becauſe of the Crying Sins that do abound in Nations. 
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Secondly, 4 Warning to the Rulers and Magiſtrates ( in particular | 


to leave off perſecuting and affliing the Innocent ; and to amend thxi| 


Lives and Converſations, and ſet up Juſtice and execute true Tudgmer 


among the People, leaſt God plead with them in his Amger, and conſui 


them in his fore Diſpleaſure. 


Thirdly, An Expoſtulation with the Clergy of the aforeſaid Domini 


whereby they are diſcovered not to be in the Steps, Lives and Praflici 
of the Prophets of God, truc Miniſters of Chriſt, but of the falſe Pri 
phets, and of Antichriſt. | 


F 


Fourthly, 4 Warning to thoſe among them , whoſe day of Mercy is " 
over , to repent of theſe their Wicked and Antichriſtian Pradlic| 
whereby they deceive the People , or elſe the Lord will make then | 
Hiſſing aud a Reproach to the Nations, and their Memorial a SW: 
to Generations to come, GIC. 
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A Lamentation over England , and the Do-= 
mimons thereunto belonging. 


H Englmmd! England ! the Land of my Nativity, tor whom my 

Soul hath often mourned , and at this time mourns betore the 

Lord, and my Spirit is grievcd within mc, robchold to much 

IWickedneſs, Ungodlineſs, Oppreſſion and Abomination, as at this day 

abounds in thee ! A Nation, to whom God Almighty hath ftgnally appear- 

cd, and becn at work in, by his mighty Arm and divine Power; and the 

proffers of Love and Mercy trom the Gol of Mercics have been to thee, and 

the Lord hath long waitcd to be gracious and mercitul to thee, and hath ex- 

ended one Vititation after another unto thee,and hath many a time {oughr 
thy Inhabitants in tender yearning Bowcls of Love. 

But notwithſtanding all theſe Mercics, and render Dealings of the Lord 
with vouthe Inhabitants of Eng/ard; how have vou continued 1n your Sins 
and T ranſerctlions againſt the Lord, that hath thus ſought your return to 
him, that he might have mercy on you! And when intreatings and yearn- 
ing Bowels would not draw nor prevail upon youtto reſtrain you trom your 
evil courles, and to bring, you to amen{gment of Lite) he hath threarned 
Judgment, and alſo many times executed it upon thy Inhabitants, O Erg- 
land! and hath ſhewed his ditplcature again{t you many a time; but neti- 
ther Mercy nor Judgment, Smiles nor "Threats, have taken place among 
many of thy Rebcllious and Gain-laving Innabitants. For though the Lord 
hath often intreated, and his Arm of everlaſting Mercics have been ftretch- 
cdout to you, as it was to 1/rae/ot old; and as they rebellcd againſt the 
Lord, who would have gathered them, eveir ſo have you rctuled to hearken 
to him, and to Forſake the evil of vour wayes, and to turn to the Lord God, 
whowould have ſaved you from the Wrath and fierce Vengeance that is 
coming upon the Rebellious. 

And though he hath plcaded with you in Judgment, and hath maniteſt- 
ed his Diſpleature and Wrath in the midſt of thy Inhabitants (though al- 
wayes mixed with Mercy) and ſhewed them that he can do whatſocver he 
will; for who can withſtand him in his great Power ? Sccing the Nations are 
but a5 thedrop of a Bucket before him,and as the ſmall Duſt in the Ballance; 
tor he hath over-turnedon one hand, and overturned on the other hand, 
n the ſight of manv of you who are yet al{ve; and hath brought down the 
mighty {rom their Scars (who cxalrcd themſelves againſt the Lord, and a- 
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gainſt che Innocent ) and hath cxalted them of low degree, and wha 
they did not anſwer the end, for which the Lord God appeared on thei 
behalf , but rebelled againſt the living God , who had ſcattered their |. 
nemies before them ; the Hand of the ee alſo rurned againſt them, ani] 
confounded them , and broke and ſcattered them, and hath blown then! 
_— with the Breath of his Mouth, as the Chaff of the Summer-threſ 
ing-floor | 
nd yet all theſe Revolutions and Overturnings, which the Lord hat} 
brought to pals in the ſight of many of you the Inhabitants of England} 
and his pleadings with you in Judgment, time after time with Sur 
with Peftifence and Fire , and many other dreadful Judgments, whic 
have bcen both threatned and cxecutcd ina dreadful manner ; yet hayend} 
many of thy Inhabitants bowed themſelves to the Lord > who hath thu 
appeared ; nor feared before this dreadful God , who will be revealed if 
Flames of Fire, taking Vengeance on the Rebellious and Gain-ſayers of th 
Coſfel of his Son; ; but have grieved and provoked him by your Wicks: 
edneſs and Ungodlineſs from day to day. | 
And when the Lord hath ſent his Servants and Meſſengers to you, wi 
have faithfully reproved Sin in the Gate , and where-cver it appcared ; ani} 
have cryed unto you, To break off from your Sins and Tranſgri ſims, by tri; 
Rejentance and godly ſorrow, for your Sins, and to amen your Lives and Cir, 
verſations , and to turn to Cod with all your Hearts, and to put away theeil!| 
your doings from before the Eyes of the Lord, and to ceaſe to do evil and lea!) 
to do well; that ſo the Lo-d (according to his promile) might have blotted. 
your Sins, and remembred your Tranſgrefions no more , that Rej# and Pext 
with the everlaſting God might have been known to your immortal Souls for ei 
and ever. | 
But all theſe labours of Love, and yearning Bowels, with which you hai} 
been ſought, both by the Lord, and alſo by his Servants (who haveriſ: 
early, and travelled with their Lives in their Hands, and have carnelt' 
deſired your turning tothe Lord ) have been {lighted and ſet at nought!! 
you: Neither have you turned from the evil of your waycsatall, but li 
ak mY of old ( whom the Lord would have gathered) have rejeCtedtii} 
eprooks of the Spirir and Grace of God in your ſelves, and arc doing) 
ſpightto the Spirit of Grace, by which you ſhould have been both ſanCtife! 
and alſo ſcaled tothe day of Redemption 2 and allo rejeCting the Inſtruct} 
ons, Reproots and Warnings, which by the faithful Servants of the Lo: 
have been ſounded in your Ears: Inſtead of hearkening thereunto , y" 
have evilly intreated them with Whipping, Stocking, Stonrng, ſtoiling of thi 
Goods, to the ruining of many Families, ; impriſoning ſometoDeath, ant 
Baniſhing others; with many other groſs and horrid Abuſes; wherewty 


you hayeentreated the Seryants of the Lord, for no other cauſcthan for th 
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exerciſe of their Conſciences towards God , and reproving you for your 
Sins, and crying to youtor amendment of Life; which belpcaks you to 
be a People that hate Righteouſneſs, and love Iniquity, chuſing your own 


| Vanitics, and fighting the tender Mercies of the Lord God , treaſuring 


up to your ſelves Wrath againſt the day of Wrath; and fo are bringing 
ſwift Deſtruction and Miſery upon your ſelves. Oh! My Soul mourns in 
the ſight and ſenſe of that dreadful! day which is coming upon you, for 
your Tranſgrcthions and Rebellion againſt the living God , and for your 
thus abuſing and ſhamctully entreating them , who have been {cnt unto 
you by the Lord, who tought nothing bur the good and cycrlaſting 
peace of yout immortal Souls | 

But none of thele things have prevailed upon many of thy Inhabitants, 
O England ! To ſoften your hard Hearts, and to tender them betore the 
Lord. For inſtcad of cealing from your Sins and Abominations ( which 
abound amongſt many of you) by true Repenrance, and amendment of 
your Lives and Converlations, and turning tothe Lord, who hath crycdto 


- you many a timc,ſaying, Tarn jou, turn you, why will you dye:(as he did to. 


Iſrael of old) but you haveſloppgei your Ears as they did, who were com- 
pared to the deaf Adder that would not hear the Voice of the Charmer, charm- 
ing never ſo wiſely ; and fo continuing ſtill in your Abominations (which 
the Lord would have gathered you trom, had you obcy'd his Voice) mani- 
told Sins and Wickedneh cncreale amonglt you, a Swearing, Cur/ing, 
Danning , Revelling , Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms and Murders; with many o- 
ther groſs and ſhametul Impletics; yea, almoſt all manner ot Wickedneſs 
Rebellion and Treachery , both againſt God and Man, abounds among 
many of you the Inhabitants of Erg/and, for which God will bring Judg- 
ment and Sorrow upon you , yca, ſuch Sorrow as ſhall ncvcr have ancnd, 
except you ſpeedily repent. | 

And thoſe that can act theſe horrid Wickednelles and crying Sins 
(which indeed make the Land monrn) without fear or ſhame , as if they 
did not con{i{cr that there is aGod, whowill puniſh for them 3; are they 
not moſt efteemed and {ct up amongtt many of you now a days? and {o 
hat is ſeen to increalc amongſt many of you the Inhabitants of England 
(tothe grict and ſorrow of the hcarts of many) which the Prophet ſaw , and 
concerning which he crycd out of old, faying, The Prond are comted barpy 
zea, they that work Wickedneſs, are even ſet up, and they that tempt God are 
even delivered , Mal. 3. 15. 

Bur ler all ſuch know, who arc guilty of theſe Evils , your cvecrlaſting 

hraldom and cternal Miſery is coming on, and will overtake you (if ye 
ſpeedily repent not )) out of which yon fhall never be delivered. 

And ſuch as cannot run with the multitude into thoſe Evils and Abomi- 
nations which provoke the Lord God of Heaven and Earth to Anger , _ 
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[ 4) | 
| 
live in thefear of God, anda Lite becoming Chritianity, as knowing thy| 
muſt give an account { and ſo mult all the Sons and Daughters of Men) 
ro God the Judge of all , both quick and dead, and "mult receive 
Reward at his hand, accor ling totheir Doings, whether they Le goo 
or evil, and 1o cannot ruſh into Inigquity with wc, as the Horle rull& 
ot» Batrel, arc become a Prey to the Unsgodly and as Ob: ccts of Son 
and Derition, on who the Wicked and the Uneoodiv execute their Crudh 
and gricyous Oppreition 3 ; yca, Godlincls and Pic ty 1s lo little regarded z! 
mongit many wio protets Chrit 7iviity, that a tober Lite an id 4 Godt 
Convertation is become a Derition; it's Crime cuough now a dat} 
amoneſt many, fora Man to have a civil Carriage and a ſober Bchavio 
(and to walk as one who tearsthe Lord) to be {cotted ar and vilitied WIOE 
proachtn] Names, as hepatteth through Town or City. 

S$© thar Wickednels and Debaucherv, Looſnelsand Prophancnel; j ise 
couraged ani abounds ; Virtuc and Sobri ety arc dl ſcouraved and dec! 
among many of youthe Inbabitants of Fng4and. For we ice many of jo! 
are living and (pending your daics here in this World;i jin thoſe things whic al 
_ are lo contrary 10Chriitianity, Purity and Holinels (whitho ut which'no: 
thallſce rhe Lord) as if there w ere no ſuch things to be known or mindedi! 
vou: And all thole holy Admoiittons in the Scriptures of Trith, andtt 
threatnings of puniſhmcar andErcrnal Sorrowtothe Wicked and Ungods! 
which the Scriptures arc tull of, (it rimelv Repentance be not known) a: 
tlighred and diſregarded by you, as it thev ſhould never be fulfilled nora 
ecured UPOC11 YOu. 

And theleare the Practices that have b cen, and yet arc found amonr 
vou, cncouraced and upheld by vou to this day , againſt an innocent ar! 
armlek People, whom God Almighty hath eathered and choſen out! 

the World, the Waics and Abominations thereot, to bea peculiar Peopl 
ts him{clt, 'zcalonsof good Yorks, who have alwaics | {ought the goodan.! 
PCACC of the Nation, and tho abounding of Juſtice and Equity therein,u 
have often entreated the Lord, an ſupplicace, | God on vour behalf, Th: 
he woull not breakin upon You, the Inhabitants of England, by his force Writl 
and fore Diſple eftre : let he thould conſume vou all at ons e, for vour Sr 
and Tran{vrethons againft him, who hath tendred Salvation, bur you rct#/ 
{cd it. 

Andmany have labonred faithfully among vou, to turn you trom Dark! 
nets to the Light of Chrilt, (which now ſhines, bletiedbethe Lord for eva} 
and trom Satan's Power by which you have been, and yct arc captivatc 
and prevailed upon to work Iniquity with greedinels). ro the Power of Golf 
which would have Redecmed out of that Slaverv and Captiv ry, into thi! 
glorious Liberty and Freedom of the Sons of God, had there been Obed 
eacc and Subjcction yiclded to it. 
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But this alſo hath been ſlightedand ſer at nought by many of vou » And 
thoſe who have thus laboured and travelled among you tor your good, you 
have rewarded with Stocking, Stoning and Impriſonments, with many other 
eros and horrid Abulcs, as Feryſa/em did of Old them that were ſent to 
her : And inſtead of turning to Chriſt, that was the true I ight which liehteth 
every Man that cometh into the 11d, John 1. 19. You have made a ſcorn and 
derifion of it, and have loved Darkneſs rather than the Light, (which mani- 
felts to you the wickeanels of your cvil Hearts, and the abominations 
that have lodged there) becarſe therr Deeds were cvil. John 4. 19,20. And 
ſo have hatcd the bleſied Light that doth reprove tor Sin, loving vour Sins, 
tor which you haye bcen reproyed, better than the Light who kharh repro- 
yed you. 

And ſo have manitcltcd vour lelves to be {uch as the 4 politic ſpoke of, Lo- 
vers of your own Pleaſures, Proud, Bliſphemers, diſobedient to Parents, Ur- 
thankful, Unholy, without natural Aﬀedio, Truce-breakers, fille dccutfers, 
Incontinent , Fierce, Deſfiſers of tt oſe that are goed , Traito"s , Head , 
High-minde,L overs of Pleaſure more than l overs of Cod, &c.2Tim.3.2,3.4- 

And in thelc Evils above-ment:one.t, you arc latisfying your own Hearts 
Luſts, living in all manner of Voluptroutnels, Pride, vain Glory, and 
forgettulncſs of God,and i arc guilty of thole Sins which 1/rae/ of Old were 
guilty of, who /at down (in torgcetulnels of God) to vat ard to drink, and roſe 
up to play, Exod. J2.0. 

And this is the State of too many of vou the Inhabitants of Frg/md, 
both Pricits and People, tor which the Wrath of Almigaty God 1s Kindled 
againſt you, and his ſore Ditplcaſure is nigh to break forth upon vou, 1n 
which he will trample vou under his Feet, and appoint you your Portion 11 
the Lake of Perdition for cver, it you repent not, and tnat {pcedily. 

Oh England ! Englmd ! How many \Warnings have thy Innabitants hag? 
And how long hath the Lord ſtrove with vou? both by his Servants, and 
alſo by the manv 1ignal Tokers that have appcared of his diſplcature a- 
monyſt you < Yet none of thoſe things have prevailed upon vou to turn 
trom the Evil of vour waics ; but vou have hardened your Hearts.and [Utt- 
ned your Necks in your Wickedacts and Rebellion againſt God,/though he 
haslong waited to be gracious to vou) tor which God will bring everlaſting 
Miſcry and Sorrow upon you, it ye continue in thele Evils whici have a- | 
bounded, and yct abound among vou. 

For although the Apoſtle ſaith expreſſvy, Know you not that the Unrighteous 


trallnot inherit the Kingdom of God © Be not deceived, neither Fo"nicQtors.07 


[dolaters, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, &c. (Fall inherit the Kingdom of God, 
| Cor. 6. 9. 19. And notwithſtanding thelc T eftimonics waich arc certain- 
ly true, and will be {alfilledupon all rhe KUngodly : How many are living 
in theſe very Evils ! as WW horedoms, Drunken}, Reviltigs, with _ O- 

they 


. nuc in your Gain-ſaying and Rebellion againſt God) without any mixtur 


(s) 


ther crying Sins, which are expreſly tor bidden ; yet you continued in th 
as it all thoſe Judgments and 'Torments threatned in the Scriptures of Truth 

ainſt the Wicked, were bur meer Fictions. And ſo you go on in your 
Wickedne(s and Ungodlinels, as it there were neither Puniſhment nor Tor: 
ment to the Wicked, and as it there were neither God nor Devil, Heaye 
nor Hell, 

But let all ſuch know, that the dreadful God of Heaven and Earth, tha 
raincd Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodomand Gomorrah of Old, that puniſhed 
the Wicked in every Age,(who hath promiſed,and will pertorm it) though 
the Wicked joyn hand in hand, they thallnot go unpuniſhed ; bur he wil 
reader rhe Recompeince and Reward of your own doings into your Boſoms 
aad it you donot turnto him while he ſtrives with you, ye ſhall jeel the 
weight of his avenging Hand and Iron-Rod, with which he will dah the 
Rebeilious Narions to picces like a Potter's Vellel. And now my Soul de- 
{ircs that you may turn trom your cy1il Courlcs, and no longer continue in 
vour cxaltedneſs of mind and heart, and in your Wickednels and Ungod- 
lincls, leſt yoube brought down and turned into Hell, with all Nations that 
torget God, Pſ1/. g. 17. tobe tormented withthe Devil and his Angels tor 
ever and cvcrmore 


For the Lord often waited to be gracious unto you, and hath born with | 


vou, though you have greatly proyoked him, yet his patience has laſted 


long; and he hath held torth a hand of love to many, who have taken w 
notice of it: But now his paticnce is almoſt wornout, and his long ſuffering} 


well nigh come to anend ; yca, I am afraid ir's come to anend alrcady tw} 
many of vou, the Inhabitants of Erg/and, and his Indignation is kindkd,| 
and burns hot againſt you, who have refuſed to hearkento him, who hat} 
called you timeafcer time, and is nigh tobrcak forth like a devouringFin} 
and before him the Wicket ſhall be as Hay,and as Stuabble, whom Godmil} 
conſume, and will leave them neither Root nor Branch. | 

For bchold, the Cry of your Iniquities hath reached unto Heaven, and 
your Sins have come up bctorc the Lord, and into remembrance with ou 
God ; andthe Day wherein he will calc him of his Adyerfaries, and aveng 
him of his Enemics maketh haſte, wherein he will pour out his Wrath, I 
dignation and Judgment upon you, the Inhabitants of Englund (that cont: 


of Mercy. 

Ol: ! you my Native Country-Men and People of England (in general 
for whom a travail is upon my Spirit at prefent and hath been many ! 
time, that you might be prevailed wpoa (whole Day of Mercy 1s not ye 


NE IRE 


; 


-nded and over, whoin the ſhadow of Death and theNightis nor yct wholly 
{pread) to conſider your Jattcr end before 1t be too late? and to turn from 


your Sins and T ran'greilions, your Haug hrineſ(s, Pride, and vain Glory, a 
you! 
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your abuſing your ſelves with thoſe things whichGod hath extended as Mer- 
cies unto you, v2Z. your waſting, abuting and ſpending the good Creatures 
of God to fatisfic your Luſts, which hath highly diſplcaled the Lord, and 
provoked him to Anger. 

Andthat you may all come to learn that bleſſed Leflon , which the holy 
Men of Old learned, who were taught by the Grace and Spirit of God, 
(a meaſure whereof s given to every man to profit withal, 1 Cor. 12. 7.) which 
was, That denying Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luts, they might live Soberly, 
Righteouſly and Godly in this preſent evil World, Tit. 2.11, 12. Which all 
that ever come to inherit Reſt and Peace with God, and to have a Habitati- 
on in his holy Kingdom of Everlaſting Joy, mult be tound living in, and 
to cry to God ina {ence of your milcrable ſtare and deplorable condition, 
while the Ear of his tender Mercy is open to hear you, lett ſuch a Day come 
upon and overtook you, as was threatned to a Pcople of Old, wherein you 
may cry, and the Lord willnot hear you ; (bccaulc you haye not hearkened to 
him when he called) you may call and he will not anſwer ; but will laugh at 
your Calamity, and mock when your fear con#th. 

But that this Day may never overtake you, to whom the Viſitation of 


| Godis yet continued, is the hearty detire and Prayer of my Soul to God tor 


you Therefore turn to God with all your heatts, while his Arms ot tender 
lercy are open toreceive you ? and trifle not away your precious time that 


| yet remains, leſt by ſo doing, you bring the Sentence of an Eternal Exclu- 


lion upon your ſelves from God, and the Joy of his Kingdom toreyer and 
eycr. 

And, Oh that a true Deſire were begotten in all your Hearts and Minds, 
to come to that bleſſed Fountain of God's tree Love, which he hath opened 
tor all who arewilling to come to it, the Virtuc whereof purgeth the Souls of 


| allthar waſh in ir,trom Sin and Uncleannels, and lo ſprinkles the Conſcience 
| from Death, and dcad Works, to ſerve the living God in newnels and pu- 


rity of a holy Lite. 

And now, Oh that you all may be willing to take that good Counſel, 
which wasgiven bv the Lordto aPcople of Old,when he {aid by the Mouth 
of his Prophet, 1aſhyou, make you clean, put away from before me the Evil 


| of your Doings ; ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well z ſeek Fudgment, relieve 


the Oppreſſed, judg the Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow : Come now, tet us 
reaſon together, ſaith the Lord ; though your Sins be as Sceartet, they ſhall be as 
white as Snow : though they be red as Crimſon, they ſhall be as Woot: 1 f you be 
willing and obedient, you ſtall eat the good of the Land,&c. Tz. 1,16,17,18,19. 
Theſe are the precious Promiſes of God to all who are willng to torlake 
the evil of their doings, and toturn to him with all their hearts, who deſires 
not the death (or deſtruction) of any, butrather that they may repent and 


K6 Ang 


live. 


_ 
And again, the good Counſel and Adviccof the Holy Apoſtle ought 
be minded and obſerved by you all , which is on this wile , C/eanſe yu 
Hands ve Sinners, purifie your Hearts ye Doub/2-minded ; be affiitted and mn 
and Weep; Let your Laughter be turned into Mourning , and your Foy into Hef 
vineſ: : Humble your ſelves in the jight of the Lord , and he (tall lift you y} 
Jan. 4. 8. 9.19: 
Ana unle!s you thus humble your {cives under the mighty hand of Ga 
and turn to the Lord.anÞFtorſake your 1iniul Waycs and cv1l Courſcs.af 
wait to know a being wathed in the Blood of Jeius Chritt ewhic!t cleanke: 
from all Sin) that is the Fouutain of God's tree and great Love open 
unto all Mankind , you can never come to have a place in the Reſt whis 
God hat! preparcd, nor in that Kingdom of Eternal Glory, which remaiy| 
{urc to the Rightcous tor cvcr. | 
Now the Lord knows (who tearches the Hearts, and trycth the Reinsos 
all, from whole all-{ccing Eye nothing can be hid) that I labour tor, anj 
leck nothing more, than your turning to thc Lord with broken , tend 
and pcnitent Hcarts, that vou ſhav hind Mercy with God to vour immos 
tral Souls ; and that while you have daves here in this World , you mai 
ſo live in his Fear, Wildom and Countcl , as that whenever your late 
end cometh , and Death looks vou in the Face, and ſummons vou beta 
the rightcous Judge of Heaven and Farth , you may lay down you 
Heads, and go to your Graves, in Peace with God, and in a tull aſlurang 
of a Havitation in that Ercrnal Jov, where no Sorrow nor Sighing ſhall t 
VCcr COMCe, | 


& 
Theſe are the Deſires and earne? Breathings of him, whoſe Sour hath of 
been wounded, and his Spirit grieved, in the hearing an1 behol.Jing th 
Wickedneſs and Abominations which have abounded , and vet dn abound «| 
1Mp 2 HALL H1Nnto this very day ; and alſo hath monrutd < and been Lowe! 
before the Lord . in the. fight and ſenſe of that dreatful day, which wi. 
eertainly overt te and come upon dll thoſe , who continue ini their Wickean!s 
and Rebellion agains God 
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wo Magiſtrates, &C. 
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fCg Nd now all ye Rulers, Magitrates, and Men in Authority in Eng 
5.20 wid, andthe Dominions thereunto belonging, the Lord Gud of 
inf. Heaven and Farth (in whom Power and Authority rema 1s for cyer, To 


hu 


pull down and ſt up whomſoever he pleaſeth) ishighly dilpleaied with many 


tk of you, (not cxempting the \Vicked and Opprettive RUCTS through the 
az} whole World) becauie you have not farce betore his Ercrnal Power and 

| Majeſty, by whom the Lite, Breath and Being of all Mankind, and eve- 
ainegl ry living Creature iS continued, vho can take It away. and bring the 
"__ higheſt and lofcielt of mortal Men to the Duſt (trom whence they came) 
tenſes at his Pleaſure. 


Neither have you waitcd to receive Viidom and Counſel from him, 
the great Countcllor, ro act and to ditcharge your telves as vou ought to 
have done, in fo grcat Afairs and weighty Concerns as you have under- 
taken; which if you had dene, ve would have cncouraved Virwe and 
þ Rightcoulnels in all, and puniſhed Vice and \Vickedineis, where-ever it 
* appeared, and have been a Terror to evil Docrs, and a Praile to them 
* thatwere tound doing well; and {lo would have calcd the Oppretled, by 
breaking the bonds of Oppretlion , and executed Juſtice and Equity in 
the Earth, and thereby T ruth and Holincts, Purity and Rightcoulncls 
; off} Would have been exalted among vou ; and this would havc broughtpeace 
',,t and laſting latisfattion into your own Hearts, and Joy and I ranquility 
11 + ſothe Nation in general. : 

* Buthave not many of vou done and acted to the contrary » For in- 
* ſtead of puniſhing Debauchery and Wixkednels, viz. Swearing, Curſing. 
| Drunkeneis, 4 horedoms., ] oofneſ, ſ and Prorhaneneſs Th! others, which YOU 
| ought to have done, and to have bcen good Examplesot Purity and Ho- 
linels in your Lives and Converiations to all) arc not many of you your 
(elves, living and taking delight and plcalurein the above-mentioned E- 
| VIS, and grok Abominations » for wiich God, ths righreous Judg of 
P. | Heaven and Farth (who will not be bvalled with KRewaras) will puniſh 
with Everlaſting Pain, and Ercrnal Flames, it there be a continuing 1n 
| them. ; | 
; And many of you hy Your bal Lives and Converiations, (others ha- 

| ving taken you tor Examples) have you not encouraged them in their _ | 
| Wickednels > Is not that the Caulc which os Ungodlinels abound? 

2 as 


"YA TE! 


canal 


o 


' The way of Peace they know not, and there is no Fudgment in their goings; 
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as it doth among many at this day, to the grief and ſorrow of many, 
who have truly deſired to {ce the Current of Iniquity ſtopt. 
And whcther have you ſet up Judgment and Juſtice as you ought to 
have done > Or executed it upon the Tranſgrefſors, or caſed the Oppre:| 
ſed, or broken the Bonds of Oppreſſion, and have been a terror to the e. 
vil Doers, and Encouragers of them that do well ? h | 
But have not many of you puniſhed and oppreſſed the Innocent, and 
have cxccuted your Cruclty upon them, and have let the Tranigreflor 
and the Wicked go free > And {oarc not {uch found in the Steps of thok 
againſt whom the Prophet of the Lord cryed out of Old, ſaying, Tor 
Hands are deſiled with Bloud, your Fingers with Iniquity, your I ips have ſpl 
hen Lies, your Tongues-muttred Perverſneſs; none calleth for Juſtice, ny| 
any tleaudeth for Truth : They truft in Vanity and ſpeak Lies, they of 
ceive Miſchief, and bring forth Tniquity 5 Their Works are Works of In: 
quity ; The aitof Violence is in their hands ; Their feet run to do evil ; Thy} 
make haſte to (ted Innocent Bloud; Waſting and Deſtruttion are in their Paths, 


They have made them crooked Paths, whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not kin} 
Peace ; and Fudgment is turned away bathward, and Juitice ftandeth a fal 
off; for Truth is fallen in the ſtreets, and Equity cannot enter ; yea, Triti 
falleth, and he that departeth from evil maketh himſelf a Prey; And th 
Lord ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there was no Fudgment, Ila. 59.' 
4, & 6,7, ©, I4, ST E | 

And have not many, or moſt of theſe Wickedneſlesbeen aCted amor! 
many of you the Rulers and Magiſtrates of England, and the Dominic? 
thereunto belonging: And have not many deviſed Miſchicf and (| 
preſſion againſt an Innocent People , that have done no wrong nor har] 
to any of vou, nor to the Nation in general ; but have fought ti 
good and everlaſting Welfare of the Sons and Daughters of Men ever! 
where » And have not crucl Laws been made 2gainlf them > And har} 
they not been (with many other Laws.which were never made or inten; 
ed againſt us) executed upon us, with cruelty and ſeverity, (though ti} 
breach of no juſt Law can be charged upon us) to the ruine, ſpoiling at 
expoling many Familics to Poyertv, which were capablcot relicvinga" 
aſſiſting others? And are not theſe Crueltics and unrighteous Practices if 
held and continucd ? So that at this very day, many undergo great hat} 
ſhips, abuſes and-cruel uſages, for no other caule that can juſtly be laid] 
their Charge, than for keeping their Conſciences clear inthe ſight of Gu 
for worſhiping him according to his holy Requirings, and for reprovIi 
Sin in the Gate, and crying to People, To leave off their Wickedneſs,Priit! 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredoms, Cur{ng and Swearing, with many other gi"; 
Abominations, which abound too much among many, both = 
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Priefts and Peop/e ; for which God Almighty is angry with this Nation, 
and will bring his dreadful Fudgments on all thoſe that continue therein. 

And the Cry thar hath run through many in this day.to Ru/ers,Prieſts, 
and Peg; te, hath been, To break off from the aforementioned Evils by true 
Repentance, and by Amendment of their Lives and Converſations, while the 
Day of Mercy lafteth to them, and to fear the living God, that they might 
ſerve him in Truth and R ighteouſneſs ; and this isthat which we have ſought 
or deſired (cyen to fee this Change wrought in all) ia our Labours and 
Travails, for which we have this reward of Oppreſſion, Cruclty, Spoiling 
of Goods and Imprilonments, with many other great inhumane and un- 
chriſtian-like Abuſcs, which our innocent Sufferings tor many years, and 
unto this very day ( which at this time is very great ) may plainly ſthew z 
Though alwaycs without any juſt cauſc given on our parts; for none can 
juſtly charge us with Plotting and Contriving, Rebelli n or Inſurettions a- 
gain{t the King or the Government or Peace of the Nation. But we have 
alwaycs —_ the good and everlaſting Happineſs of all, yea, of our Enc- 
micsthemſclves, though many times Shamfully abuſed by them, both in 
Body and Goods; and the good and welfare of the Rulers and M 2g1/tr ates 
of Eng/and, though many of you have impriſoned many ot us (time after 
time ){ome in naſty holestill Death, and others to the Ruining of their Fa- 
miles ( as to outward things ) becaule they could not wrong nor offer Vii- 
olence to tacir own Contciences. 

And when Authority hath been given to Wicked, Ungodly, Prophanc 
and Unreaſonable men, to make Spoil of their Goods ( who were {ure to 
have one part of the Spoil themſelves) they have not only made Havock 
and great Spoil thereof, bur have taken Liberty ( it they had not Power 
_ them ) grofly to abule their Bodies alſo, by halling and bcating 
them, 6CC. 

And all thele Unrighteons, Unju} Dealings and Proceedings have been 
paticntly born ( only a cry hath been in our hearts to the Lord, That he 
would open their Under/tandings, and tet them fee what they were doing (that 
lo they might repent and find mercy with God ) without ſecking Revenye 
as knowing Venge.mce « the I ords and he will repay; committing our cauſe 
cauſeto God, who wil! plead the cauſe of the Innocerit. And that this hasbecn 


our Practice, it is not unknown to nany of you. 


So, I defire you Magi/ftrates ( who have been moſt concerned in perſe- 
cuting of us ) may conſider thoſe Crueltics and Oppreſſions which have 
been inflicted upon us; and how there hath been no juſt Cauſe on our parts 
or it : For what Pts have we contrived » W hat Diſturbance have we made 
tothe Government 2 Have we not alwaysbeenan innocent,ſuffering People? 
Look back at our Lives and'Conycrlations, ever ſince we were a People 
(in ſcorn) called Quakers; and at our Carriage and Behayior towards all 

IMmcB : 
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men : Andallo, take a view of your dealings withus, and wha t hathber 
inflicted upon us; and you may ce whether we have juftly deferyed i 
by any Evil that we have done: I am ture, it tome look back with an in- 
partial Eyc, they will haye caule to be aſhamed of their Dealings and Pro- 
ceedings again{t us, wao have made us as objects, on whom they haves. 


ecuted their Cruelty and Oppreilion. An4 alfo take a view of vour do-F 


ings, and fee whether many ot vou arc not found roo muc! in the itep 
of thole of old, whom the Prophet of the Lord crved out again!!, faving 
Her I pray you, O Heads of Jacob, and ye Privices of the Howe of Trae! 


Is it not for you to know Fudgment £ who hate the good and le rhe evil, wh 


pluck of therr shins from off them, and their tleſh from off their Bones : who al. 


ſo eat the fleſh of my People and fl their skins from off the:t7, ard they breg | 


their Bones an chop them in pieces as fleſh for the Catdron, Nicah }. 1,23, 


And the Judgmeur threamncd , which was jult upon then for their 


Wickednels, Cruelty and Opprettion, which was inflicted on his People 
by them without any bowels of mcrey, was on this wiſe; Then a!l the 
Cry wito the Eord, but he will not hear them, —he will-even hide his face 


from them at that time, as they behaved themſelves ill in their doings, verk | 
o 1 þ:- Yo , WY -.. 
4. Again, the Prophet faith, But raly T am tallof Power by the Spirit of tle | 


Lord, and of Judgment, and of Might, to declare unto Tacob his Tranfereſſin 
and to I(rael his fins, Hear this, I pray your, ye Heads of the houſe of Jacob, 
and ye Princes of the Houſe of I{racl, that abhor Judgment, and pervert all E- 
quity, that build up Tion with Blood, and Jeruſalem with Tniquity; The Head; 
thereof judge for Reward, and the Priefts teach for Hire, &Cc. yet will they 


tean upon the Lord, and ſuy ( as many are laving now ) is not the Lord a | : 


mong us ? No evil e.an come upon us : Therefore (hall Zion for vour ſakes be plow- 
ed as a Field, and Jerutalem fhal7 become heaps, and the mountain of the houſe 
as the high xlices of the Forre?, vyeric S, 9, 10, 11, 12. 

And as the Lord was angrv with that Gencration for thoſe Evils that 
abounded amongſt rhem, even fo is be angry with this Nation, becaute 
fniquitv and Tranlorcthon abounds, and love ro Rigihtcouſnels, Equity 
and Juſtice ( and to them that live thercin ) vwax*th cold in many, who 
make a Protcilion oi God, and Godlineſs. But behold ! the Lord hath 
looked down from Heaven, and hath bcheld the Iniquitics ot many tobe 
of a Scarlet and Crimlon dve., and hath alſo beiicld the great Opprefſion 
of his People, and the groanings of the Oppreſied hath entered into his 
Ears; And the Lord God 1s arifen in his mighty Power to plead the Can 
of the aflitted, and will call all ro an Account, who arc guilty, both for 
their Sins againſt him, and alſo tor their Opyretſins of his innocent Peo- 


ple, and will render a Recompence of Reward into every ones boſom, 
Saccording, to their aoings. 


Theretore a Warne is in my heart to vou all, whoſe day of Micxey's 
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not yet ended; Forſake your cvil Courſes, break off from your Sins by 
truc Repentance, and fear before the dreadful God of Heaven and Earth, 
before whoſe Bar of divine Juſtice, you nwlt all ſtand, and receive a Sen- 
rence from him the true and equal Judge. And ccate from oppretting and 
perſecutint; the People of the Lord, who feek nothing more than the Ho- 
nour 20d Glorv of his great Name. 
And ſet up Judgment and Juſtice in the Farth, and encourage 1 ruth and 
Rightcoutnels, and take the Rod of the \icked from oft the back of the 
Righteous, wich nath lain heavy upon chem long; and puniſh Vicked- 
neſs an:l Deb.cuchery, Swearing and Cur (rig. Drimkernneſs and Whoredom ; all 
which abound to rhe grict and forrow oi many. You mav hear ic evc- 
ry day in your Ears, and behold it with your Eyes, not onlv 1nany 1n 
Authority ( who ſhould have beei better Examples ) but allo the very 
Woys and Children in the ftreets, their Mouths arc full of Car,”g and 
Damning , Which is dreadtull to think of? its grown lo common , and 
lo much encouraged by tac bad Examples ot many of thotc that thouli 
have been a terror to vil does. 

Therctoic punith cheie V/ickedrofrs, which run down likea flood, and 
indeavour to {top the current of [1;icuity, whichat this day incteales in a 
dreadful manner 3 And be good Lxamples vour fclycs, in Hotncis of 
Lite and Converſation; Cr e/ſe God wit! our out Shame atid everlifing Con- 
tempt pon gout , and will plead with rout in his fierce Wrath, and in 11s fore 
Difrhaſure ; aid his Tndignation will break forth the devouring Fire, and 


| Je ſhall be Cwhoarc ouilty of chole Evils) ake Hay and Stubble before hint, 


who will conſume you borch Root and Branch, if you repent not,and that ſjeedly. 

And, Oh that vor would tear betore the living God, and dread his ho- 
lv Name. and {cck the Lord while he may be found : Call upon him 
while he is near , lelt that day come upon you, wherein vou may {eek 
him and he wil} not be tonnd of vou, becaule vou have rejected his Re- 
proofs, and would {ave none of his Counſel. 

Therctore, it a day ver remain to vou, mind the Honour of God, and 
the good of vour own Souls; and the propaeating of Truth and Holinefs 
more than your own Tyme tf, Free tFip, or Faveur of Men, or vour Pride, 
Pomp and vain Ghry, which God will ſtain and blaſt by the breath of his 
Mouth, and will blow it awav with the whirlwind of his Wrath , like 
the Chaff of the Suramer threthino-floor tor ever. 

Bur that you may have a Habitation in the Kingdom of Eternal 
Glory, which God hath preparcci as a dwelling place for the Righteous, 
'she deſire of my Soul. 


Who am a lover of Truth az Riginteonſnels, WB. 
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An Expoſtulation with the Clergy,and awarg 
ng to thoſe among them, whoſe any of Merci 
15 not over, QC. | 


ND now, all you Priets, who have taken upon you to be thelz 
ders and Guiders of the People , and allo to take the Care and( 
veri1ght of them, and to inftructthem, and to be their Shepherds, and} 
teedrhem (as you pretend) with Spiritual Foo:]. 
The Controverlic of the great God of Heaven and Earth is with yat 
andtheday whercin he will plead with you in his (ore difpleature, m 
haſte upon you, becaule you have ncither ted the People with the Foody 
pretended , nor taken tuch care of their Souls, as to have led and guid 
them in the way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, as you ought to have dor 
For have vou not madethe Peop/e to err by your Lies and by your Lig} 
neſs? For according to what ye have taken upon you,ye ſhould hayedey 
good Examples to all, in Holineſs, in purity of 1 ife and Converſation. Vi 
have bcen Examples to the Peoj fe, I grant; but in what? Hath it noth! 
(with many et you) in Pride, I ightneſs, Prophaneneſs, Covetouſneſs, Ojt 
fion and Debauchery, as Drunkenneſs, Cur/ing , Swearing and Whoredin| 
with many great and crying Sins * Do not theſe Abominations abounds 
mongſt many of you (upheld and cncouraged by your bad win! ly 


the Clergy of England, and the Dominionsthereunto belonging 2 [th 
leave to all ſober People,thatobſerve your I ives and Converſations tojud 
And {ſo inſtcad of leading Peop/e in the way ofthe Lord (which isaj} 
way for ever) and into Rrghteouſnes and Holme, (without which none 
{ce the Lord) have you not been in/frumental (in the hand of the Enemi 
all Righteouſneſs) to lcad them into the Hiberty and Hoſneſs of the Wo. 
and into darkneſs and ignorance of the Lord , and of his Holy Spirit us 
Grace (which was the Teacher and Leader of the Saints of old) by v4 
ungodly and wnrighteous Lives * Do not your Prattices bcelpeak you to! 
blind Gzides, leading the B/ind (though it's wiltul Blindneſs) and fol} 
fallen rogether into the Ditch of Uuncleannels ( which the abou" 
ing of aloe that at this day increaſes among many of you 
your hearers alſo, do plainly ſhew) and are ready to fall into the | 
of eternal Miſery and Lake of Perdition ( it you repent not) which " 
be your portion at the hand of the ja#Gol , who will render a rel 
pence of reward unto all, according to their doings. 0 
And are you not (with many of your Hearers ) in the ſteps of t 
the Prophets of the Lord cryed out againſt 2 ſaying, 4 wonderfuld 
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a horrible thing is committed in the Land , the Prophets thereof prophecy falſty» 
and the Pric/ts bear rule by their Means, and my Peoj le love to have it ſo, Aud 
what will you do in the end thereof Jer. 5. Jo, Z1- 

Again, Another Prophet crycth out in thele words, Thrs ſ1ith the Lord 
God, Wo unto the falſe Projhets that follow their own Spirit , and have ſeen n0- 
thing. Oh Ifracl ! thy Prophets are lhe the Foxes in the Deſart, &c. They have 

ſren Vanity and lying Divination , ſaying, The Lord faith, aid the 1 ord hath 
nt fert t hes and t hey have made others to hoj e that they world COVNMF.F1H the 
IWord: Have you not fven a vain Viſion © And have you not ſpoken a Lying Pi- 
vination £ IVhereas you ſav, The Lord ſaith it ; Albeit I have not ſpoken: 1here- 
fore thus ſaith the Lord God , Becauſe you have ſpoken Vanity and ſeen Lies; 
therefore beho71 Tam again;t you, ſaith the Lord God, and my Hand ſkail be pou 
the Projhets that ſee V anity and divine Lies: They (Fall not be in the Aſſembly 
of my People, neither ſhall they be written in the writing of the Houſe of liracl , 
neither ſhall they enter into the Lid of Iizact; ard ye [Fall know that Tam the 
« Lord God, becauſe, even becatſe they have ſednced my People , ſing, Peace, 
and there was no Peace : . And one built up 4I1/ all, and Þ, others darted it with 
untempered Mortar, Ezck. 13. J, 4,9, 7.8, 9, 19. 

Again, The Lord crycd out by his Propnet, taying, So of Man, pro; hecy 
azainithe Prophets of Ifracl ; pro; hecy, and ſay unto the m, Thus ſaith the 1 ord 
God unto the Shepherds, IWoe be tothe Shepherds of [(rackth.at # feed tf emfolves ; 
Should not the Shepherds feed the Flick *Tewx, eat the Fat, ard ve clouth 1ouwith 
the Wooll ; yekittthem that x e fed.butye feed not the Flick: The diſeaſed have 
ye mt ſtrengthened, neither have ye heated that which was fick ; gieither have ye 
bound ur that which was broken, neither have you brought again that which w as 
driven away either have ye ſought that which was 103; but with force and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them, &c. Therefore, O ye Sherherds, hear the Word of 
the Lord; thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold Tam againſt the Shepherds, and will 
require the Flock attheir Hands, Ezck. J4. 2,3,4, 9, 19. 

Again, The Lord crycth out on this wiſe by another of his Prophets; For 
from the feat of them , even unto the greateſt of them, every one is given to Co- 
vetoMmeſs ; ant from rhe Prophet, even wito the Prief, every one dealeth fallly : 
They have heated alſo the hart of the Daughter of my People ſlightly, ſaying, 
Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace. Were they alhamed when they had com- 
mitted Abomination * Nay,they- were not at all aTamedgieither could they luſt ; 
therefore they ſhall Full among them that fall; at the time that T ſtall vijit them, 
they ſhall be cat down. ſaith the 1 ord, Jcr. 6. 13, 144 15- 

And1 Again,Another of rhe Prophets of the Lord crved out on this wile ; 
Thus ſai h the Lord CONCerming the Prophets. that make my People err, that bite 
with their Teeth, and cry Peace; and he that putteth not into their Months, 
they even prepare war again him: Therefore Night ſtall be ugon you , that you 
ral not have a Viſion, and it (pat! be darkover you, that you ſhall not Divine ; 
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and the Sun ſhall go down over the Prophets, and the day ſhall be dark over then, 
then ſtall the Seers be aſhamed, and the Diviners confounded : The Heads ther. 
of judge for Reward , and the Priejts thereof Teach for Hire , and Proghe; 
thereof Divine for Money, Mich. J. 5,6, 7, FH. | 

And arenot you, the C/ergy of England, and the Dominions thereunto hz 
Fonving, highly guilty of moſt it not all thee great Evils and Abominatin 
whicathe talic Prophets of old were guilty of, tor which the true Prophets; 
ed out againlt them? For have you not run when the Lord never lentyoy 
Fhough molt of you have not run very tar, ithath bur becito augment you 
Iages,and to get fatter Berifices:So we hind that fiithy Zycre nas been YOU gre 
teſt inducement 1 vour Rannirgs; for it hath been for that many of you ha; 
run trom one place to another,and have taken upon youto {peak in theNzy 
of the Lord, though he never gave you Commiſſion 10 to do ; and therelore yg 
have not profited the Peop/e ar all : For notwithttanding all your Preaching 
the Peop/e, how docs Tniguity abound , and Tranſgreſſin encreate among? 
them > Don't you hear wich vour Ears the horrible Crys, 0.4ths, and dread 
tul Curſmgs and Damnings, which make the Land mourn + Doirt you {cent 
your Eyes the Proph.vineſs, Drimkenneſs, Looſeneſs,and almoſt all mannerc 
IWickedneſs and Debauchery which cacrcalerh amonglt many of your Hearery 
And arc not many of you your ſclves ( who ſhould be Examples of bet 


things) living and taking plcalure therein? Yea, I am ſure many who lis 


near the Fo;mt.ins, trom whence you ſpring, and where you learn your 4r: 


and Sciences, have too much caulc to affirm it to your ſhame, wizo daily heal 
and ice to thciy great grict and forrow of Heart, that almoſt all mannero} 
Ungollineſe, Debauchery and Unc/eanneſs abounds amongit many of younf 


thele places; and not only in thele places, but alto in many other plac 
where you come ; ct but Peop/e obſerve vour I ives and Converſations, and 
{ce whether many of you, who pretend to be Leaders and Teachers of other, 
(but let all Peop/» confider whither fuch can lead them ; it's but into the brow 
way, the end wacreot 1s etcrnal Miſery: Therctorc let all Peop/e leave dt 
following thoic Leaers, who are tuch bad Fxampes to their Followers ) att 
not highly guilty of the betore-mentioned Abominations ; and ſo arc not Ex 


amplcs of Righteonfneſs and Purity, but of WWickedneſs and Proph.mmeneſs © 


your Hyarer:; tor which the Anger of the Lord God of Heaven and Farth! 
kindled, and nigh to break torth upon you like a devouring Fre ; and it yo 
Repecnt not ſpcedily, will contumc you Root and Branch. 


And arc you not bearing rule by your Means, and endeavouring to mai? 


the Peo. /e love to have it {02 and by force and Cruelty, oppretling and tt 
ſecuting thote, who cannot for Corſzence ſake own you to be the truc Min 
feers of Chrif, nor put into your Months , like thoſe the true Prophets of tit 
Lord crycd out aga:ift > Read Tfa. 56. 10, I, 12. 


And arc you not ſ{ccking your Gain from your Quarters, and mindins 
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the Fleece more than the Flock ? And don't you preach for Hire, and divine for money ? yea; 
are you not ſelling both your Sermons and Prayers for Money ? and fo are mh contrary to the 


command of Chriſt to his Miniſters and Meſſengers, when he ſenr them forth (as Lambs among 
Wolves) to preach the Goſpel of glad Tydings to the People,who ſaid, freely you have yecerved,fres- 
ly give. Let your doings teſtifie againſt you,that you are not in the ſteps of the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
but arcinthe ſteps of S!mmm Magus, or worle thanhe) who would have bought the Gift of God 
for money : but you fell your own divinations (under a pretence of the Gift of God) for money: : 
and if his practice was condemnable,how can yours be juſtifiable ? Sothat which was faid ro him 
by the holy Apoſtle Peter, may juſtly be ſaid ro veu ; You have neither part mr lot in this matter ; 
for your hearts are mt righttn the fight of God, and jou are ſeen tobe in the Gall of Bitterneſs,and Bond of 
quity, Nether do we yet tind or underſtand that you have yet repented of your wickednefs, (fo 
much as hedid ofh15) for inſtead of repenting, are you not going on and endeavouring to obtain 
your covetous ends,andare giving flattering Titles tomany, and having mens pertons in admiratt- 
on for your own advantage and felf-ends, and are crying peace tomany, in tuch a flate and con- 
on as the Lord never ſpoke peace to any in? And to are manifeſt to be like thole thar cry 
reacepeace.when ſudden deftirudtion and mijery is at hand. And: you have fed your ſelves v.ith the 
Fat,and clothed your ſelves with the Wool, and havepreyed upon the People 3 and by your op- 
preſſion and crue)ty have ſcattered the Flock inſtead of gathering them, or turning them to God, 
who is become the Shepherd and Teacher of his People himfelf, according to his Promite. of Old, 
That he would gather h1s Sheep from the mouth; of thoſe Sepherds that made a prey won them : Which 
Promiſe. many have witnelled to be fulfilled 1n this our dav. blefled be his Name for ever. 

And are you not biting with your Teeth, (l1ke rhe falte Prophets of Old) and crying Peaceto 
them thar put into your Mouths. (though never {o Unchriſtian-!ise in their Convertartions) Bur 
they that cannot for Conlctence fake pur 1nto your Mouths, to maintain your Pride, High-mind- 
cdneſs and Opprefiion, have you not, and yer are prepuiing War againſ} thym? Let thegreat ſpo!] 
and havock you have made of many fober an conicicntious Peoples Goods bear witnets againſt 
yo: And the many Prifons in England and elſewhere, 1n which you have impriſoned lome unto 
Death, and many others to the ruining ot- them and their Families, becauie they conle nor tor 
Conſcience ſakepay you your unzutt and unchriſtian Demands, as Tythes, and many other tiungs, 
which never were demanded nor paid in the primitive Chriſtian-Times, as Golpei-maintenance 
(neither is there any ground 1n the Scriptures tor them to be demanded) by rhe Mimitters of che 
Goſpel; and ſecing they were neither demanded nor paid by the Apoſtoles or their Succetlors,while 
they kept in the primitive Purity 3 nor any Preſcription given torth by the Apoſtles, that they (to 
wit Tythes ſhould cver be paid or received by the Chriſtians in future Ages : And alto, fee- 
ing they were denied, and teſtified againſt by feveral of the firſt Reformed Proteſtants, as Walter, 
Brute, &4c. Therctore tor vou to demand them,and to caſt men 1nto Priton for the Non-payment 
of them, manifeſts vou to be ſuchas the holy Apoſtle cried out againſt ; Who begurle unſtible Soul s 
an heart they hve exerciſod with coverons Practices; curſed children which have forſaken the right way, 
and are gone aſtray. following the w.ay of Balaam, the $91 of Botor, who lived the Wages of Unrighteous- 
eſs, 2 Pet. 2. 14, 15+ 

And theſe vour Crucltics, Periecutions and Qppreflions teftifie to your faces (and to all Peo- 
ple that are willing to ſee vou) that vou are out of the ſtep-.Lfe and Spitit of the Metlengers 
and Mimiſters of Chriſt jctus ; neither have you any Example for thelte your Wicked Practices 
and ungodly Lives, neither fom the Pricft under the Law, nor from the true Minitters of Chritt 
and Pre:chers of the holy Goſpel in the Primitive Timcs, ind in ſeveral Ages {ince the Apoſtles 
dates, but from Balaarns falſe Prophets,falſe Teachers,gcluch 35 the Prophets of the Lord teſtified 
againſt, ; 

And all theſe your Practices of Oppreſſion, Cruclty and Pcriccution, and your unholy Lives 
and Converſations are ſufficient Evidence and Ground for us(had we no more )nct to believe that 
you are the Miniſters and Meſſengers of Chriſt, but of Antichriſt; for we don't read that ever the 
true Miniſters of Chriſt did oppreis or perſecute others,or leaye any Prefident for any fuch Pra- 
tice, but the contrary; for it was many times their Lots to be perſecuted, ſhamefully abuſed, and 
caſt into Priſon by others,both in the Primitive Tumes,aud in che Reformation.and almoſt in every 


Age 
ay 


Age until thisvery day 2 And fo the words of the Apoſtle have been and yet are fulfilled(to! 
Tea, an all that will live Godly in Chris Jeſus (hol ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 3. 12. And it w 
Porrion that Chriſt our Lord f11d, that fuch who Hived 1m and followed htm ſhould meer withal, 
Th:t trey fhwld be hated of all Nations for his Nomes ſhe : And that they ſhould hale theml 
Rulers ard their Conmeils , And that they fhwuld calt them mt Priſon, and h:!l theme Hedid no 
The Bultcvers ſhould caſt their Enemies into Priton and perfecure them ; Hur commanded, Th 
their Fhomies, and 1 prav for them that deſprobrtully uſed them, and perſecuted them, that thzy migh 
the Cl; /aron of thetr Father in Ho.rven, who (ends the Ritn on the ;uit and unjut, oc. Bur youl 
been tn fir from obey ing Chritt's Command,'7 11 wi Enonmes, ther you have, and ver ared 
deſpi:hr to thoſe that never dil you any arm, but have tought, and vu arc ſecking your Eve 
ing Peace aid Well-hcimeg. torh of Soul and Body. So thar Perſecution ant Cruclry 1s notalf 
of true Buhevers, thus oLcv Chriſt, nenher of his Mcflengers and Miinfſters.othom he tends for 
preach the Everlaſting Geſpcl.outa Mark of the [{7refrtje Promets und Antichiitt Notwithſf 
Ine af their fir Pretences for Chrift,vor they have been periecuring the Saints, and drinking 
EBloud of che Martyrs and Scrvants of Chritt, Frm hict re 41,0 of the Ld is breabing forthad 
Is .t) fn; {RW mighty power I plead the (, we f his fufer ins Pe po * td w''f grut the Whore jl 
th dnt oat the Cu) f bis In drgnation and Fury, (vin cit the ſha!l not CiCape) from hws hand 


/ 
be her Pt rmgand the Pytin if. all tht pyn with ferencent they repent. 

And thc you arc inthe tame ſteps, your 04h Practices an periccurng and opprefiing an I 
ecnt People cvidence and proof ſulficient agamntt vou. And therefore all you whoſe Daf 
Mercy > nor ict over,and are £91!ty of thefe things, Repent ot,ard ceaſe from thee your with 
and Unchrittian-'tke Prafticesot Cruclty.and Opprethon, Peoriecut:on.and alio trom your wicked 
C'can Lives and Com ertations,and humble your teives under the mighty hand of Ged,tulmit toy 
ie under his riphicous Judgments, and bare his Indignation and Wrath, which juſt upouye 
your wickedne(s,crucity,and opprefiion.and for your Pride and ungodlinets,which aboundamt 
many of you ; that rhereby vou may learn r:yhtcouſnelſs, and to dread and fear bcfore thelt 
Goldl,and to ſerve him 'n truth and righteouinets,who over all 1s worthy to be terved, honoured 
obeyed for cover. ; 

And mind the teachings of his holy Grace and Spirit (4 meaſure where w 217en to every 
profit withil ) which teacherh r7 deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luits, and to live a ſber.a 1:ghteas 
a godly Lifo in this preſent evil World. | | | 

And be ve Examples of Heelneſs,and lawlineſs of mind and ſpirit, and of pur itv,nighteouſneſs andl 
neſs in your Comer [ations or elſe the dreadful God of Heaven and Earth will ppur out his Fury like 
upon yougand ze ſhall bo as Hay 2nd as Stabble before hrs fiery Indignation.which thal burn you up,and 
all be able tn quench it;und yur 23 700 (hall be with the Beat and falfr Prophets. who (hall be tak 
and caſt into the Lake of Fire th.t! burns(.t5 with Rrimtone )t1 he tormented for ever and fr ever 

Morcover,God Almighty,vhoſe righteous Soul has hien grieved by your cruelty and oppren 
againſt his People.ard whote holy Name has been and «ot 1> difhonoured bv your UugodlyU 
11 pour out ſhame nd cor ifiimg contempt wp gon 5 and ye (hell be lihe Chaft before the Breath 
Almighty, who will drive 304 04) [rhe ſmoch before the Wind, never t« be found any more. a 

Names ſhall rot in the Earth, and 1h (rink fhatl come #p. And as the remembrance of the 
ed and falſe Prophets arc an ev1! 1avour to tits dav.ſy ſhall the rememb; ance of you be to the Gem 
ens that are yet to come If 12 repent not ſpeedy. ; , 
But that you may all eicape theie Judgment of the Lord.and ercrnal ſorrows (which are 
pared as a Portion for thc Wicked) 'n rcurning tothe Lord by true repentance and amend 
of your Lives; and that you ma” find mercy with God ro yeur immortal Souls.both in this W 
and in that which is to come.1s thc defire of him who 15 concerned to give forth this Teflil 


as a Warning to all whole day 15nvt yer over. 
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Willam Bingley. } 
Fþ £7 K&.-. EN. Þ: | 


Whoam a Hater of Deceit and Hyj10r1{io, but a Lover of Truth and Righteruſneſs, and 4 Well 
of the Souls of all the Sons and Daugh ters of Men. 


